LOVING PRESENCE FOUNDATION, INCORPORATED

Learning Center for Special Children

COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION PROGRAM AND WHEELCHAIR DISTRIBUTION UNIT-CARAGA

THOSE WE HAVE HELPED YEAR 2007

I. COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION
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· One of the major activities of the foundation is the continuous selection, identification and training of Community-Based Rehabilitation Volunteers.  They were thought basic intervention on how to help Person’s with Disability in their community.  As of now there are 610 volunteers trained around the CARAGA Region and now served as the foundation’s eyes and ears in the community when it comes to helping persons with disability in their community
II. PROVIDING REGULAR EDUCATION AND SPECIAL EDUCATION TO OUR SPECIAL EDUCATION
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· Right now the foundation is continuously helping and supporting the education needs of our special children and as much as possible mainstreaming them to regular education.  Three youth with disability are currently attending their college education where tuition fees are fully shouldered by the foundation, and because of the constant support from the partner private individuals and organizations like the Global Giving Organization the foundation is able to support also the Special Education School for children with Autism, Down Syndrome, Visual Impairment, Hearing Impairment and Mentally Retardation especially when it comes to the honorarium of our volunteer teachers and fare

Allowance of these special children

III.SKILLS TRAINING LIVELIHOOD
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· The Persons with Disabilities were employed in LPFI-supported livelihood projects on carpentry, metal crafting, sinamay weaving, amakan weaving and many others.  Right now, finished products are just displayed in the foundation’s display corner where most people knew already of the products availability.  The livelihood, so far, are earning pretty well.
IV. MEDICAL SERVICES

· PROVISION OF ASSISTIVE DEVICES
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In order to accommodate all types of disabilities here in the CARAGA Region, the Foundation established its own Prosthetic Workshop fabricating artificial legs for amputees may it either above or below the knee.  As of 2007, 15 amputees now able to walk as normal people do using their artificial legs, 15 crutches, 1 quadricane and 4 hearing aids were also distributed as of this year alone.
· CONDUCT OF SURGERIES
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· Monthly cataract surgeries were performed in hospitals by volunteer surgeons all over CARAGA Region especially Municipalities out-skirt Cities where services and programs for persons with disabilities are less accessed. As of year 2007, there were 2, 741 indigent individuals screened on their eyes, 390 successfully underwent cataract operation and 120 were provided with eye glasses where 3 of them were youth with low vision. 

· EYE AND EAR CARE SCREENINGS
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· Ear and hearing examination were conducted daily at the foundation’s available hearing center and most often went to government elementary schools to conduct massive ear screenings to in-school children.  As of 2007, there were 2, 204 children screened on their ear and 2 were detected with profound hearing loss and were immediately provided with hearing aids.  About 81 school nurses were also participated the Primary Ear Care Training in order to increase awareness and understanding on safe, accessible and practical method of ear care.

· PHYSICAL REHABILITATION
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V. SPORTS AND RECREATION
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We believe that all Persons with Disabilities despite of their disabilities should be given equal opportunity to socialize them selves and with the mainstream of the society.  Ever year it is already the foundation’s tradition to facilitate/organize sports competition and recreational activities to PWDs in the region.  Activities like International Day of the Disabled, National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week, Wheelchair Day Event, Deaf Awareness Month and a Summer Camp for special children called Kamp ParaIso.

VI. DISTRIBUTION OF CUSTOM-FITTED WHEELCHAIRS
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· The foundation’s primary concern is to see to it these Person’s with Disability are in good hands every time we offered them our help.  The reason why we came up of providing not just an ordinary wheelchairs but a one of a kind type of device fitted according to the PWDs disability and environment where he interacts.  Thorough assessment and evaluation by volunteer PTs, Social Worker and partner Physiatrist were done first prior to fabrication.  Giving complete assurance to the PWD that they will not just be safe once they use the wheelchair but their physical posture will be corrected as well.  As of 2007, there were already 70 children and individuals now actively participating in the community using the custom-fitted wheelchairs.
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